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Shaping the future of hepatitis therapy

Hepatitis B (HBV) Fact Sheet: Asian and Pacific Islander Americans

General Worldwide HBV Facts:

There are approximately 350 million people worldwide with chronic hepatitis B (CHB)'

CHB is the tenth leading cause of death worldwide. >

The hepatitis B virus (HBV) is responsible for up to 80 percent of the world’s liver cancer.

Left untreated, CHB can result in cirrhosis (liver scarring), liver failure, and death. 3

Once HBYV infection has occurred, vaccination has no effect on the disease.

Asia has the highest HBV infection rates in the world. >

Hepatitis B takes a life every 30 seconds. *

In the United States, an estimated 1.25 million people are chronically infected with HBV.?
»  Asian and Pacific Islander Americans make up more than half of this number.

VVVVYVYYVYYV

HBY in Asian and Pacific Islander (API) Americans: 4
» The incidence of hepatitis B and liver cancer constitutes the greatest health disparity between
API-Americans and the general U.S. population.
o One in 10 API-Americans have CHB compared with one in 1,000 for the general U.S.
population
= One in eight Vietnamese-Americans have CHB
*  One in 10 Chinese-Americans have CHB
* One in 12 Koreans-Americans have CHB
o Without treatment or monitoring, one in four will die from liver cancer or liver
failure.

» In California alone, liver cancer is:
o The second leading cause of cancer deaths among Cambodian and Vietnamese men
living in the U.S.
o The fourth leading cause of cancer deaths among Chinese and Korean men living in
the U.S.
o The fifth leading cause of deaths among Filipino men living in the U.S.

» Among API-Americans, transmission of HBV frequently occurs during the birthing process
when the virus is passed on from an infected mother.
o The infected mother is often unaware that she is an HBV carrier.
o Over 90% of infants from age 0-1 who become infected with HBV will become
chronic carriers.
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